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book At Me Now Headland Outfall- Court Cas 

Winning or 
Loosing? 
T he ColTs Harbour Environ-

ment Centre lost its court 

case over Look At Me Now 
Headland, but: - it was an extraordi-

nary decision, even though we lost, 
we won", said Dee Wallace spokes-
person for the CHEC. 

"Every environmental issue that 
came up we won." All disputed ques-
tions of fact in this matter were re-
solved favourably to the Coffs 
Harbour Environment Centre Inc. All 
disputed questions of law, bar one, 
were also resolved in favour of the 
Environment Centre. 

"The ('HEC will appeal to the 
supreme court where we will be deal-
ing with issues of the law", said Ms 
Wallace. 

The Court made findings that the 
Coffs Harbour Local Environmental 
Plan 21 (LEP2 1) was made in breach 
of numerous provisions of the North 
Coast Regional Environmental Plan 
(REP), all of which related to the 
environmental or heritage significance 
of Look-At-Me-Now Headland. En 
reaching these findings of breach, the 
Court concluded (contrary to the 
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submissions of the Minister and the 
Local Council): 
I. That Look-At-Me-Now headland 
was a significant area of natural veg-
etation for the whole of the north 
coast of NSW. 

That the Council and Minister did 
not zone the Headland for 
cnvironmental protection, but for 
development. 

That the Headland had scenic and 
visual qualities which made it a 
significant topographic feature ofthe 
coastline. 

That LEP2I did not protect and 
preserve those significant features and 
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that therefore the Council and the 
Minister had ignored them in re-
zoning it. 

That the 1-leadland was an item of 
natural, ecological and aesthetic sig-
nificance to ColTs Harbour and was 
therefore part of the environmental 
heritage of the north coast. 

That LEP2 I diminished and down-
graded the protection of the I lead-
land. 

That the LEP2 I did not restrict 
development to minimise environ-
mental risks or the visual impact on 
the Headland: and 
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The pesticide reuction program 

I n response to a growing 
concern within the coin-
munity about the poten- 

tial dangers and effects of 
'pesticides' on human 
health and in the environ-
ment. the Pesticide Reduc-
tion Program, (PRP) has 
been formulated to give 
local councils across Aus-
tralia a means by which 
they can adequately start 
to address these concerns. 
By participating in the 
PRP, councils will he tak-
ing a responsible role in 
pollution prevention. 

The term 'pesticides' in 
this program relates to her-
bicides, insecticides, 
fungicides. termiticides, 
cleaningagents. 
rodenticidcs and the full 
range of potentially toxic  

substances used to control 
or kill all types of 'pests'. 

Many environmental, 
scientific and medical re-
searchers have wanted pes-
ticide reduction to be not 
just on the agenda for dis-
cussioii, but a necessary 
step that must be taken as 
soon as possible to prevent  

more pollution or human 
health problems from con-
tinuing to grow at an alarm-
ing rate. Time is of the 
essence. This program has 
been formulated in an at-
tempt to gain a firm com-
mitment by local councils 
to take the first step towards 
acknowledging their duty 

to long term reduction in 
pesticide usage.. 

Many groups of con-
cerned individuals have 
constantly been requesting 
a phase-out or ban on aerial 
spraying of pesticides. The 
PRP Will finally address this 
issue/Councils who sign 
the PRP will be urged to 
observe "the precaufionaty 
principle" and to act with 
all due care to respect the 
rights of those unfortunate 
people who may already he 
suffering from immune sys-
tern)  depression or chemi-
cal sensitivity and cannot 
afford the health risk asso-
ciated with further toxic,

- 

 
exposures. 
source: JAG inc 
for more information 
contact P0 Box 410, 
l)orrigo 2453. 

1se does the Australian Koalas Foundation do?? 
would get royaltics." 

So what is the Australian Koala 
Foundation doing? 

The AKF wants to set up a Koala 
Atlas using donated computer soil-
ware to map sensitive koala habitat 
along the Eastern ('oastline which 
they will sell to ('ouncils. 

Why are they duplicating work 
being carried out by the National Parks 
& Wildlife Service? For whose 
benefit? 

"l'hisyear Brownies all over Aus-
tralia raised 560,000 for the AKF. 

School children throughout the coun-
try have sold gum leaves and worked 
hard to raise funds for the AKF. 
said Ms Arnold. 

"The AKF has done a great job 
marketing the koala, in chocolates, 
on rice packets, dolls, souvenirs, sell-
ing its logo to business'", she said. 
"In fact marketing seems to he the 
primary focus of the Foundation. 

"The AKF needs to be made ac-
countable to the public for its funds, 
its focus and its direction. 

"The koalas are too important to 

be 1cR to a high profile Foundation 
which, on the face of it, is cashing in 
on the koala, not only in Australia but 
internationally. 

"There is no evidence that the 
AKE has saved one square inch of 
habitat anywhere, much less re-
sponded to requests for help which 
would have directly and immediately 
saved koalas at risk. 
/or/urther injor,na(ion caII: 
Sue Arnold 066 853633 	

'-- 
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O n Thursday May 6th, at a 
meeting of Nambucca Shire 
Council, RossCo Earth- 

moving principle and employees 
awaited their fate over the construc-
tion of a darn (lake) on a property 
approx 15km west of Bowraville on 
the North Arm Road. 

Mr Ross has a contract to excavate 
an agricultural darn on this property 
(owned by Mr Robert Argent). 1-le is 
also contracted to supply darn spoil 
material to Cooks Constructions Pty 
Ltd who won the contract on the 
deviation of the Pacific Hwy at 
Al Igomera. Construction of the darn 
and sale of the spoil together repre-
sent a million dollar plus venture. At 
the meeting. Council was consider-
ing a move at halting the operation 
until a formal Development Applica-
tion (DA) was submitted. 

RossCo had argued that a DA was 
not required because the project was 

Richard Laxton 
B.Comm ACA (NZ) 

Accotitit lug services 
for all aspt'cts 
of,  business. 

Chartered Accountant 

Business consultant 

4. Feasibility studies 
I nIormatiou Systems 

Business plans 
'() Box 34. It(,WI'flVit Ic. (065) 647.312  

primarily for the construction of the 
dam for agricultural purposes with 
disposal of the spoil ancillary to th 
dam construction. (Loophole). 

Council first moved to require a 
DA forthe project aftera private "in-
committee" debate in mid-April. It 
changed its mind with a 5 to 4 vote to 
rescind the original decision at a spe-
cial meeting after RossCo presented 
Council with legal opinions and a 
letter from the Deputy Director ofthe 
State Planning Dept, Mr Sam Haddad, 
stating that if the project was 
subsumable a DA was not needed. 

The legality ofthe decision was of 
main concern to Crs Orrego and 
Mayze. Cr Orrego said,' 'the facts and 
the degree of excavation mean that 
the extractive activity is a use inde-
pendent of a darn and must therefore 
be the subject of a DA and ETS." 

"We're not trying to stop the 
project, we are just trying to uphold 
the laws of the country." Cr Mayze 
said. 

No EIS had been prepared for this 
construction despite the fact aground 
water excavation had been applied 
for. Despite assurances from Water 

gourmeb 
I "zd i  

I  tD1iD 	I i 	I 	 ________  

Resources that no up-creek proper-
ties would be adversely affected in 
regard to water levels, there is f'ear 
that this large scale gravel extraction 
below river level will create a change 
in the overall river levels and flow, 
especially while the darn is filling and 
during irrigation by the landowner. 
Impacts on the environment could be 
caused by the creation of'a dam which 
will be much larger than necessary f'or 
agricultural purposes. (Mr Argent is 
also subdividing his land). 

The amount of material to he ex-
tracted and sold off is estimated at 
40,000 cubic metres to be moved 
over a period of' 17 weeks at least. 

Water Resources, at an on-site 
meeting, did say that "down-river 
landowners would experience altera-
tions in river flow". It is feared by 
landowners. that in the case of a ma-
jor flood and the river returning to its 
original course, the darn wall will 

collapse and these properties he ad-
versely affected by large quantities of 
silt. 

The issue of the darn originally 
cane before Council when RossCo 
volunteered to provide grading of a 

w 'z 

f2fLi 

bulk and international foods 
l)OOkS * CosnieticS * vitamii 

UL
take-away 1oods 
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or is it gravel extractio 

gravel section on North Arm Road to 
minimise disturbance to residents 
during haulage operations. Ross( o 
did not seek permission tbrthe project 
because they said "we did not require 
it". RossCo believes had it not acted 
responsibly and circumvented distur -
barice to neighbours the council would 
never have become involved. 

Had a DA been required, it would 
have brought the project to a halt 
resulting in RossCo not being able to 
meet the contract to provide gravel 
and stone spoil for the highway project 
and would have left RossCo open to 
be stied for substantial damages for 

failing to fulfil their contract. 

There was no advertisement in the 
Public Notices column in the local 
paper or any notification whatsoever 
to inform residents of the project. The 
only 'right thing' that RossCo has 
done is to attellipt to grade the gravel 
road and their methods of doing that 
leave a lot to he desired. The double 
bogey trucks are doing an incredible 
amount of damage to both the gravel 
and tarred sections of the road. It is 
supposedly up to council to fix the 
road at the ratepayers expense whilst 
RossCo contributes no money to 
council. 

The residents of North Arm Road 
are fed up with travelling in fear on  

the road which has claimed one very 
serious accident involving a gravel 
truck and car. 'T'hcrc have been many 
other near mishaps caused by drivers 
only concerned as to how quickly 
they can get the gravel out. A large 
school bus also uses this road. 

There is a draft LEP going through 
the state Planning Dept which will 
change the requirement ofaDA ifthe 
excavated material is going off the 
property to be sold. 'l'here will be 
opportunity for the public to read and 
comment upon it when it goes on 
public display in a month or so before 
It is approved. 
S Van den Broek 

Book review: 

THE SEED SAVERS' 
HANDBOOK 	 Q 

by Michel & Jude 1"anton 

J
f'you belong to the Seed Sav-
ers' Network you'll know what 
a marvellous job Michel and 

Jude have been doing to preserve 
biodiversity by encouraging people 
to save seeds of edible plants -some 
handed down for generations. 

This beautiflil book, illustrated 
by Alfredo Bonanno; tells you all 
you need to know to grow your own 
vegetables and herbs and save your 
seeds fornextyearscrop. 'l'here'san 
alphabetical list of' II 7 vegetables, 
culinary herbs and edible flowers,  

explanations of botanical names, notes 
on cultivation and propagation, sav-
ing the seed, how to store seed, as 
well as recipes and much more. The 
pollination table tellsvou which plants 
cross-pollinate, whether by wind or 
insects, how long you can saiCly store 
your seeds - even how iiiany seeds to 
the gram - 1 broad bean seed or 4 0.000 
mint seeds! 

Whether you're a practising 
Permaculturist, a keen gardener, or 
about to start growing you own food, 
this is one of the most essential  

reference books available. Where 
else can you find information on 
growing Basella, Bok Choy. 
('hilacayote. Guada bean. Luffa. 
M izuna, Okra and Peruvian Parsnips 
- to mention just a few of the more 
unusual varieties. The usual vegies 
are all there too! 
( onlaci Michel and Jude l"anion 

threc'i 10 order i 'our cop v. 
Available/or S23 postage paul 

/ro,n ihe ¼,'eed  Savers Network, 

Box 975, Byron Bay NSW 248 1. 
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DOLPHIN SAFE TUNA 
..a PR exercise 

O
n most supermarket shelves 
these days, tuna cans are 
marked as "dolphin safe". 

For the unsuspecting consumer, the 
purchase of this item is preferable to 
those that are unmarked, which con-
surners rightly suspect to be the prod-
uct of destructive practices of the big 
tuna fishing companies. 

'Dolphin safe' is a PR ploy used 
by the powerful tuna industiy that 
encourages reckless, uncontrolled 
fishing in most of the world's oceans 
and contributes to the growing global 
fisheries crisis," according to Traci 
Romine of Greenpeace. A program. 
by tuna corporations to label canned 
tuna "dolphin safe" may have begun 
with good intentions, but has been 
manipulated into a sophisticated pub-
lic relations "greenwash" campaign 
to mislead consumers, Greenpeace 
argues. 

In a report issued last month titled, 
"In the Race for Tuna, Dolphins 
Aren't the Only Sacrifice", 
Greenpeace exposes the global envi-
ronmental destruction to a vast array 
of marine creatures, including dol-
phins, that is caused by the unregu-
lated and uncontrolled worldwide 
commercial tuna fishing fleets. The 
report, which sets forth a far-reaching 
package of reforms for the tuna in-
dustiy, comes in the midst of a major 
United Nations conference on the cri-
sis in the world's fisheries. 

"Companies are exploiting the 
public concern for dolphins, without 
supporting the meaningful reforms 
necessary to rectify destructive tuna  

fishing practices on the world's 
oceans", commented Romine. 

According to the report, commer-
cial tuna fishing, as it is currently 
being practised around the world, is 
part of a destructive trend in industr-
ialised fishing - a trend that is contrib-
uting to the global destruction of 
marine life, the environment and hu- 

Based upon research of tuna fish-
ing in all of the world's tropical 
oceans, the report explains how purse 
seine fishing practices are used to 
target tuna, but also net - and kill - 
dolphins, whales and sharks in the 
process. Kilometre and a half-long 
tuna nets set on objects floating in the 
ocean can capture up to 40 other types 
of marine species in one set, most of 
which are then discarded. 

In only one case has this rapacious 
industry been brought to public scru-
tiny: That of the plight of dolphins 
caught and killed in tuna nets in the 
Eastern Pacific Ocean. This attention 
forced the countries involved - the 
United States, Mexico and other Latin 
American and South Pacific nations - 
to develop an international program 
to control the Eastern Pacific fishery. 

As the Greenpeace report shows, 
dolphins and a host of marine crea- 

tures are still dying in tuna nets in 
alarming numbers, and that the term 
"dolphin safe" does not mean envi-
ronmentally safe. Dolphins are, in 
fact, only one of the hundreds of 
species including sharks, sea turtles, 
other fish and sea birds at risk from 
commercial tuna fishing nets. Bycatch 
of non-tuna species is wasteful and 
destructive to the marine environ-
ment. In addition, juvenile tuna are 
now being caught and thrown over as 
waste at an ever-increasing rate. 

"Dolphin safe" labelling of tuna 
cans is misleading for another reason: 
No regulations exist to require inde-
pendent monitors to verif,' that tuna is 
caught in a dolphin-sale manner. What 
monitoring does occur has proved 
difficult and imprecise, with vessel 
inspections taking place primarily on 
land, not at sea. 

"Tuna areaglobal species... cross-
ing entire oceans in a matter of 
months", the report says. "Tuna fleets 
are global. Tuna money is global. 
Tuna management is not global. Un-
fortunately, tuna fishing is managed, 
where it is managed at all, in a frag-
mented and parochial manner, with 
little formal information exchange 
among the various management insti-
tutions." 

Greenpeace concludes that global 
action is urgently needed to lifi the 
veil of secrecy surrounding the indus-
try. The industry needs to be made 
internationally accountable both to 
the public and a global fishing man-
agement regime based on scientific 
stock assessments. 

October/November 1993, page 10 



environs, the north coast environment magazine 

Greenpeace boycott of Norwegian products 

NORWAY: WHALING AGAIN 

NWOO 

N orway has recom-
men ced cornmer-
cial whaling in 

July this year it has defied 
the 1986 ban on commer-
cial whaling, still upheld, 
by the International Whal-
ing Commission (IWC). 

Norway has an appall-
ing history with respect to 
whaling and Greenpeace 
has claimed that since 1900 
more than 3 50.000 whales 
have been butchered by that 
country, including almost 
1000 since the International 
Whaling Commission un-
plemented aworldde ban 
on commercial whaling in 
1986. 

In the past year, 
Greenpeace activists have 
confronted Norwegian 
whalers at sea, staged dem-
onstrations around the 
world, met Norwegian of-
ficials, lobbied the Euro-
pean Community to prevent 
Norway from becoming a 
member while it is whal- 

ing, and much more. Now 
Greenpeace is organising 
an international boycott of 
Norwegian products. Eve-
ryone who cares about the 
future of these magnificent 
creatures could join in the 
boycott and spread the 
word. 

(Ireenpeace has chosen 
to focus on Norwegian fish 
produdts as they are such 
an important export for 
Norway. "We know how 
effective a boycott can be. 
In 1989 Greenpeace sup-
porters boycotted Ice landic 
fish produce in protests at 
Ecclandic whaling. Iceland 
has not killed any whales 
since then." 

Norway's insistence on 
killing whales has caused 
threatened trade sanctions 
by the US. Under the Pelly 
amendment, President 
Clinton can impose sanc-
tions against Norway. lie 
has until early October to 
make a decision. The Pelly  

amendment targets any 
country that diminishes 
the effectiveness of an in-
ternational conservation 
agreement", even when it 
is acting within the letter if 
not the spirit of the law. 
The sanctions can be ap-
plied to any product, but in 
whaling disputes they have 
been restricted to fish. In 
the 1980's, the US banned 
imports of fish from Japan 
afler Japan defied the IWC 
moratori urn. 

Some Norwegian corn-
panics would be hurt by an 
American boycott: one has 
already lost business worth 
$7 million because of pres-
sure from anti-whaling 
groups. The company plans 
to sue the Norwegian Prime 
Minister, Gro 1-larlem 
Brundtland, in the Ameri-
can courts for damages 
caused by her pro-whaling 
policy. 

Fish products account 
for 14% of Norwa"s cx- 

ports (excluding oil) and 
most go to other European 
countries. John Frizell of 
Greenpeace says British 
companies, which together 
buy nearly hal f'of Norway's 
exported prawns, have can-
celled contracts worth 
$3.75 million, while Ger-' 
man importers and retail-
ers have cancelled contracts 
worth more than $30 mil-
lion. 

Here in NSW. the 
Ulitarra Society says:" We 
must keep the pressure on 
Norway until they abandon 
this course. The message is 
simple: check the label, i f'it 
comes from Norway, 
DON'T BUY IT. You can 
also help by visiting the 
managers of your local su-
pennarkets and telling them 
of your decision and your 
reasons. 
sources: (;rcenpeace. 

(ilitarra Society, New 
Scientist No 1888 
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Bellingen Recycling Scheme 
A co-operative effort 

J
n October 1991 a meeting was 
held between the Recycling Corn-
mittees of the Bcltingen Environ- 

ment Centre and Bellingen Shire 
Council. As a result of that meeting, 
kerbside pickup of recyclables com-
menced in June 1993. Residents of 
the townships of Urunga. Bellingen 
and Dorrigo now have the opportu-
nity to dispose of newspaper, glass, 
plastic and metal in a responsible 
way. 

The scheme works on the "user 
pays" system. A small additional 
garbage levy pays for weekly pickup 
of recyclables from residents who 
have weekly kerbside garbage collec-
tion. Residents were issued with a 
fifly litre receptacle to be placed next 
to theirbin on collection nights. These 
are collected by the garbage contrac-
tors and taken to the Raleigh Waste 
Management and Recycling Centre 
(fonrierly Raleigh Tip), where they 
are sorted and processed. 

The Bellingen Environment ('en-
tre has contracted with the Shire to 
manage the Raleigh tip for a period of 
four years. The Centre is now run as 
a business enterprise and is managed 
by the Recycling Committee of the 
Environment Centre. Marie Callinan, 
Stuart 1-lalford and Martin Hogan all 
have lifetime experience in the pri-
vate sector and are well qualified in 
their fields. They volunteer their time 
and expertise. 

The primary motivation of the 
enterprise is concern for the environ-
ment, unlike most businesses whose 
primary motivation is profit. Like  

any business enterprise this one 
needed capital investment - S 100,000 
was the initial figure. Bellingen Shire 
Council, representing residents, in-
vested $50,000 in building and land-
scaping, as well as the considerable 
expertise of Bob Burgess from the 
Health and Building Department. The 
balance was contributed by private 
investors with environmental con-
cerns and was used to purchase plant 
and equipment. 

The business initially depends 
upon receiving clean recyclable ma-
terials from residents, either by weekly 
pickup or delivery by out-of-towners. 
Three people are employed on De-
partment of Employment Education 
and Training subsidy schemes and 
work up to thirty hours per week 
processing the goods received. The 
Management Committee are more 
often than not to be found working 
there and volunteers lend a hand too 
(we could always do with more!). 

At the moment any shortfall be-
tween sales of goods and expenses 
incurred is met by private funds, how-
ever, turnover will increase as more 

(065) 68-7826 
SHOP 7 NAMBUCCA PLAZA 

PACIFIC HIGHWAY 
NAMBUCCA HEADS 2448 

recyclables are generated. The Centre 
is capable of processing a much larger 
amount then will be generated locally 
and supplies will be sought elsewhere. 

In time the enterprise will be pro f-
itable and profits which eventuate 
will be re-invested in the Centre or in 
the community via the Environment 
Centre. 

Our Recycling Scheme is an en-
terprise which has drawn upon both 
public and private funds, and upon 
expertise from both sectors - a co-
operative effort. Neither industry or 
government at any level can be ex-
pected to take sole responsibility for 
recycling. The ultimate responsibil-
ity is with us, the consumers, who use, 
and often abuse, our natural resources. 

The scheme represents a volun-
tary approach by the community who 
can invest in the business of recycling 
by contributing time, energy, or funds, 
and by sorting and sending as many 
clean recyclables as possible. 
by /'amela Kerr, Recvchng /duca-
(iou ('o-ordinalor, Bellingen 
( ouncil and Environmeni C 'enire. 

SOLARWOOD 
The Alternative to Rainforest 

7 ROSEGUM 

.)- 	JOINERY 
\ç 	 liMBER 

ROGER BURKE o55 2100 
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NEFA 
Propose 
T he North East Forest Alliance 

has released a peace plan ti-

tled 'The Way Forward" by 

Dailan Pugh. Sent to a lot of politi-

cians and all agencies concerned, it 

details a proposal to resolve forest 

conflicts in north east NSW and to 

ensure land use and resource alloca-

tions are undertaken in an open and 

balanced manner. 'lhis isn't a pro-

grain 'take ii or leave it. We vaiit it 

to he negotiated upon", said a NEFA 

spokesperson. 

'The divisive disputes over the 

use and management of puic for -
ests have gone on f'or too long. They 

can now only be solved by adopting 

an assessment process which envi-

ronincntal i sts. the timber industry and 

the public can have confidence in as 

"thir and genuine". -' said Dailan 

Pugh, spokesperson for NEFA. 

Mr Pugh said that to achieve a 

resolution of over a decade of dis-

putes. NEFA had proposed to the 

Fahey Government that a balanced 

steering committee for north east 

NSW he established and funded. He 

said the proposal met the obligations 

2BBB-FM 
your community 

radio 
now on 

93.3 and 107.5 MHz 
for current affairs 

and environmental shows 
(066) 551 888 

ol'the Inter-Governmental Agreement 

on the Environment (ICIAE), the Na-

tional Forest Policy Statement (N FPS) 

and Agenda 2 1. 

lie said that this steering commit-

tee would: 

•Oversee the collation o fall required 

natural resource data: 

• establish an adequate reserve sys-

tem: 

• identify constraints to be applied to 

harvesting of'forests not required for 

the reserve system: 

• compile an accurate inventoty of 

available timber resources: 

• allocate those resourtes to industry 

with comisidemation of corn muni ty 

prelemences. 

Fhe steering committee is pro-

posed to be comprised ofrepresenta-

tives from Federal and State 

Government agencies, conservation 

woups and the timber industry. The 

principal requirement is that there he 

equal representation from conserva-

lion interests and those who profit 

from resource usc." 

Mr Pugh said that the proposal 

also entailed: 

• balanced panels ofexperts to guide 

the process: 

• local advisory panels to ensure the 

wishes of local people are properly 

accounted for: and 

ion/i coast enviro,lniefl( magazine 

Peace 
Plan 

• a complementary process to ad-

dress Koori people's concerns. 

It's well past time that a process 

is adopted that is based on a full and 

proper scientific assessment of all 

interest groups' concerns. l'he Greiner 

and Fahey Governments have signed 

agreements to resolve forestry dis-

putes and establish a 'conprehensive 

adeq nate and representative reserve 

system' but have utterly failed to liii-

plement them. We are demanding an 

open and transparent process. 

"The Forestry Commission FIS 

process has failed to be impartial, 

open or to undertake adequate assess-

mnents. Despite these thilings and its 

history Of unlawful action, the ('omn-

mission is attempting to make final 

decisions on forests' use. The Com-

mission is setting the stage for dec-

ades of ongoing costly disputes and 

the loss of' priceless old growth f'or-

ests," he said. 

Mr Pugh said that in 1989, then 

Minister for l: ores t s.  Garry West, had 

promised to establish a balanced com-

mittee in north east NSW, but had 

Iiiiled to deliver. 

"We have given up waiting for 

the Government to develop a proper 

process and SO have prepared this 

considered and detailed proposal for 

them. Should the Fahey Govermnent 

reject this proposal they will send 

clear messages to the people ofNSW 

that they will not honour their agree-

merits; have no commitment to bal-

anced, open or scientifically valid 

assessments: and would rather an-

other decade of costly. divisive and 

escalating disputes Mr Pugh said. 
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WORLD HERITAGE 

'c%Y/i 	fill 

T he re-nomination of NSW 
rainforests for listing on the 
World Heritage Register 

was an international embarrassment 
to Australia following the release of a 
report by the international supervis-
ing agency. the World Heritage Bu-
reau ofthe International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), by 
the North Coast Environment Coun-
cil Inc. 

"The IUCN returned the nomina-
tion for further work, criticising the 
Australian government for its piece-
meal approach to identifying poten-
tial sites and for omitting known 
rainforests which would qualify for 
listing", said North Coast Environ-
ment Council President, Mr Terry 
Parkhouse. 

Sites named by IUCN but omitted 
from the NSW nomination are: 
•the Richmond Range: 
• CaiTai Plateau and escarpment near 
Werrikimbe National Park: 
• Mount Seaview Nature Reserve link-
i ng areas; 
• the western slopes of Mt 1-lyland: 

• Barrington Fops plateau links and 
extended boundaries. 

The IUCN also sought advice as 
to any other additions' which might 
be identified and included. 

Mr Parkhousc said that there were 
other known rain forest areas which 
would qualify for World Heritage 
Listing if only they were properly 
located and assessed. 

"The omission of important NSW 
rainforest areas from the NSW re-
nomination was a deliberate political 
act by then PremierGrciner, in breach 
of the much touted Inter Governmen-
tal Agreement on the Environment 
(IGAF). Unfortunately instead of 
ensuring that NSW did the rightthing, 
the Commonwealth effectively con-
doned and repeated these breaches", 
he said. 

"When the NSW rainforest re-
nomination, in conjunction with 
Queensland was first proposed, the 
NSW National Party, who continue 
to oppose the Wran Government's 
landmark 1982 Rainforest Decision, 
rebelled", said Mr Parkhouse. 

"Greiner and then Minister Tim 
Moore subsequently agreed that the 
NSW re-nomination would be strictly 
limited to ensure that there was no 
broad re-assessment of the location 
and conservation values of the state's 
rainforests. 

A political directive was issued 
from NSW Cabinet office to Na-
tional Parksand Wildlife Service that 
it could only include: 
• recent additions to the National 
Parks rainforest estate: and 

• Forestry Commission rain forest 
Flora Reserves that were immedi-
ately contiguous with the already listed 
rainforest areas." 

Mr Parkhouse said that National 
Parks and Wildlife Service were given 
no additional money to complete the 
re-nomination and had a political 
deadline imposed on them by the 
NSW Cabinet Office. 

"The then Forestry Commission 
of NSW sought to continue to hide 
from international recognition, im-
portant rainforest areas within State 
ForestsWwhich were of World Herit-
age quality but which it still has am-
bitions to log. 

'The result was that instead of 
being based on sound biology, a po-
I itical nomination was orchestrated 
to suit the NSW National Party. It 
wa then rushed to IUCN by a federal 
Labour government desperate to clear 
its desks and appear 'green' before 
the 1993 federal election", he said. 

"Politics have ensured that this 
NSW nomination lacks scientific 
credibility. The myth that all the im-
portant NSW rainforests have been 
found and saved has been perpetu-
ated at home - but this claim hasn't 
washed in the international scientific 
community." 

"The process of rushing thtough 
a political nomination breached the 
IGAE and its Schedule 8. which re-
quires public consultation on nomi-
nations and the preparation of an 
'indicative list' for future 
nominations' '.said Mr Parkhouse. 

Mr Parkhouse said that before the 
NSW re-nomination had been final- 

Elforest Bungle 
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ised, the North Coast Environment 
Council 'had warned Federal Envi-
ronment Minister. Mrs Ros Kelly, of 
the NSW government's breach ofthe 
IGAE and its manipulation of the 
World heritage process. 

Mrs Kelly reti.tsed to enforce the 
IGAE and require f'ull public consul-
tation and competent biological re-
view. She did not require 
('ommonwealth governhient agencies 
to comprehensively review the 
Queensland nomination and NSW re-
nomination, with the result that sig-
nificant rainforest areas identified by 
the Australian lien tagc Commission 
such as North Washpool, were not in 
the Australian government's nomina-
tion''. he said. 

Mr Parkhouse said that the IUC'N 
corn iii ittee had expressed concerns 
about the proposed tiame 'Central 
Eastern Rain forest of' Australia' and 
asked for a more explicit named to be 
suggested. 

It had also recommended the dele-
tion ofthe Ilika Nature Reserve Rain-
forest from the nomination and had 
commented on the lack of coherent 
argument for the proposed areas un-
der criteria (iii) ofthe World I lenitage 
Register: superlative natural plic-
noinenon, formations or tatures, in-
cluding outstanding examples of the 
most important ecosystems or areas 
of exceptional natural beauty'. 
from tV( 'H 

- 1ADI0 NAMUUCCA 

support your local 
radio station 

phone 	 647 777  

T he North East Forest Alli-
ance and the North Coast 
Environment Council are 

currently undertaking a trial old 
growth forest assessment. NEFA has 
been lobbying for old growth forest 
assessments to be done and initiated 
this process in an attempt to identil' 
the values of such an assessment to 
the NSW and Commonwealth Gov-
ernments, and in the hope that it would 
get the process started as soon as 
possihicin NE NSW. 

NCEC has provided financial 
assistance for the research work on 
the 'Wild Cattle Creek Old Growth 
Assessment' in an area of 18,000 
hectares ol'state forest near Dorrigo 
Megan Edwards has produced some 
very impressive documentation which 
should prove invaluable in making 
submissions on old growth forest 
assessment. 

N EFA employed a professional 
to interpret aerial photographs and 
draw boundaries around patches of' 
forest that are structurally similar. 
Each patch was given a four num-
bered key that identified its structural 

—&(Engen iave( 

For all your travel 
requirements 

at competitive prices 
44 Hyde St. Bellingen 

PHONE:(066)552-055 
FAX:(066)551 -557 

#2ta002 789 

maturity. This key contains informa-
tion about the percentage of canopy 
cover (ie how dense the canop is), 
and the relative densities of senes-
cent, mature and regrowth trees. This 
in formation was compiled into a map. 

Groundwork was then done to truth 
the mapping process. This enabled 
the different structure types identi tied 
to be amalgamated into relevant 
categories such as eucalypt plantation. 
regenerating forest and old growth 
forest. At this stage the map is a 
provisional draft and much work is 
still to be done. The next stages involve 
overlaying other maps and 
information such as: forest types. 
logging history, f'ire history. 
topography and fauna records, and 
interpreting how this information 
correlates. This process will assist in 
identifying areas o Ihigh conservation 
signi Ii can cc in Wild Cattle ('reek State 
Forest. 

dale print 
Complete Commercial 

Printing Servic 
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at 
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Aussie wattles could help 
feed the world 

T he seeds from 
Australian wattle 
trees could be a 

major source of food for 
the world, according to 
CSIRO scientists. Dr Chris 
Harwood and Dr Alan 
House. 

The two Canberra sci-
entists are co-editors of a 
new book: 'Australian Diy-
Zone Acacias for Human 
Food' which descriheshow 
waffles could be used to 
grow food in famine-
stricken, semi-arid devel-
oping countries. 

'Aborigines in central 
Australia have used acacia 
seeds as a seasonal food for  

thousands of years." Dr 
House said. Very recently 
there has been a renewed 
interest in bush tucker - in-
cluding wattle seed flour - 
in Australian gourmet cir-
cles. 

"To date Australian 
plants really haven't con-
tributed much to the world's 
dinner plate. Despite our 
rich heritage of native flora 
only one Australian plant - 
the macadamia nut - is 
grown widely 'as a food 
crop. 

We believe there is 
great potential to use wattle 
seeds to help alleviate hun-
ger in semi-arid countries,  

many of which already' 
grow Australian acacias on 
a large scale for firewood 
and as windbreaks around 
crops." 

Chemical analysis of 
acacia seeds showed that 
they were very nutritious - 
they were rich in protein, 
carbohydrate and fat. Al-
ready one taste trial in Af-
rica had shown them to be 
highly palatable to local 
people. 

The Australian Tree 
Seed Centre (part of 
C'SIRO's Division of For-
estly), is working with spe-
cialist laboratories in 
Australia and overseas to  

determine which species of 
Acacia are most nutritious 
and to make sure they con-
tain no toxic substances. 
CSIRO is also working with 
researchers in Africa to test 
growth and seed produc-
tion of different Acaciaspe-
cies in different African 
environments. 

"The seeds must meet 
international standards if 
they are to he widely ac-
cepted as a hwnan food." 
Dr 1-larwood said. "Our 
tests so far have been very 
encouraging." 
("SiRO l're.vs Release. 

Phosphates get the treatment 
P hosphates in NSW rivers and 

dams are acknowledged as the 
critical factor in causing algal 

blooms. The two major sources of' 
phosphates are the fertiliser super-
phosphate, and household detergents. 
The draft Blue Green Algae Task 
Force addressed both sources by rec-
ommending the Department of Wa-
ter Resources suggest more ef'flcient 
ways of spreading fertiliser to farm-
ers, and called for the banning of 
phosphates in detergents. 

The Department has begun an ex-
tension program designed to change 
the timing of' lertiliser broadcasting 
and raise the consciousness of the 
terming community. It also met with 
detergent manufacturers and phos-
phate suppliers. The phosphate sup-
pliers objected to a ban. so  the  

department duly recommended to the 
Minister for Natural Resources, Ian 
Causley, he call for a limit of 5 grams 
per 100 ml. The call was welcomed 
by the Murray Darling Basin Com-
mission, as it is better than nothing at 
all. 

Friends of the Earth has recently 
called for an effective ban on phos-
phates in detergents in submissions 
made to the NSW Blue-Green Algae 
Task Force and the Senate Standing 
Committee on Environment. Recrea-
tion and the Arts Inquiry into Water 
Resources- Toxic Algae. 

An example ot'an effective ban is 
in Ohio which straddles L.ake Erie, 
one of the Great Lakes on the border 
of Canada and the USA. There, a 
phosphorous management strategy 
has been in place since 1972. In 1983,  

a target load of 11.000 tons of phos-
phorous per annum for Lake Erie was 
determined by the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement. 

It was estimated that if all major 
municipal wastewater treatment plants 
were discharging at 1 milligram per 
litre, the total phosphorous load would 
be 13,000 tons per annum. To meet 
the target. Ohio had to effectively ban 
phosphates in detergents. Legislation 
was enacted in 1988 limiting phos-
phates in detergents to 0.5 grams per 
litre by 1990, ten times less than what 
Ian Causley has called for. 

In NSW, only three sewage treat-
ment plants remove phosphorous. 
Implementation ofa phosphorous ban 
in NSW would have a marked effect 
on the quality of our waterways. 
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only diluting the toxies 

incinerated, that would only change 
its state and the fumes given off would 
be far more dangerous, storage is the 
only method presently available." he 
said. 

'Dispersion or dilution which 
seems to be what Coffs Harbour Coun-
cil is doing would not be the first 
choice of this Department nor is it 
favoured by the EPA. At best ifs only 
an interim option", said the Director. 

The experts. from diverse back-
grounds, are in agreement that spread-
ing contaminated soil about is not the 
answer. In fact, spreading the con-
tamination and building houses on 
top of it can only make decontamina-
tion more difficult, ifnot impossible. 
in future. 

The speculators developing con-
taminated land depend on the steady 
stream of disenchanted people mov-
ing out oSydney and Melbourne to 
escape the pollution, urban sprawl 
and crime resulting from rapid and 
unplanned growth in those cities. They 
don't realise until too late ihat they 
have jumped out of the frying-pan 
and into the tire. 

rilt,li V@iMM 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PRODUCTS SHOP 
Shop 1/25 Hyde St 

Bellingen (066) 552 266 

In fact, environmental scientiSt. 
John Ross, claimed that many homes 
built in Coil's Harbour from the 1970s 
onward have been built on contami-
nated land. 'The Council is the land 
manager and knew, or should have 
known, that this land was contami-
nated. The unfortunate people who 
bought these homes are only now 
learning they have been living on 

contaminated land. They h 	been 
kept in the dark about the coivalnina-
tion, the fallout is going to be enor -
mous and the legal cost to Council. 
and that means the residents, will be 
staggering as the victims look to the 
courts for compensation." he said. 

"Parliament should move to im-
mediately close the loophole that 
speculators are using to disperse con-
tarninated soil or to mix contami-
nated soil with clean soil. We saw in 
the case of lead contamination that 

Non Toxic BlO Wall Paints 

Solar and Natural Buildtng Products 

Blocycle Waste Water System 

the level that poses great harm to our 
children has been Found to be less 
than half the level that had previously 
been considered safe. 

"It is likely to he the same with 
arsenic, a toxic heavy metal that, ac-
cording to the US Environment Pro-
tection Agency. is known to cause 
systemic illness and cancer, and a 
toxin to which children are particu-
larly susceptible. 

"Animal tests have shown arsenic 
to be teratogenic, that is, it causes 
damage to the unborn foetus and 
breathing dust which contains arsenic 
leads to an increased risk of lung 
cancer. For these reasons the Dutch 
have set the investigation level for 
arsenic in soil to 30. ppm (parts per 
million) and the clean-up threshold to 
50 ppm. which is half the level con-
sidered safe in Coffs Harbour." said 
Mr Ross. 
froni Richard ( lowes, 
('of/c Harbour 

Editor '.c Note: 
Coffs Harbour City Council in-
cludes the following standard con-
dition on 149(5) Certificates: 
"Extensive tracts of land within 
the city have been used for banana 
growing and other agricultural 
pursuits. It is possible some of this 
land is contaminated with chemi-
cal residues to a level exceeding 
levels regarded by the EPA as safe 
for particular development. Pro-
spective purchasers should make 
their own enquiries on this subject 
concerning the property the sub-
ject of this certificate," 

LET THE SUN 
WORK FOR YOU 
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funds to acquire sensitive habitat). 
• The AKF does not fund or take legal 
action to save koala habitat. 
• The AKF does not recognise the 
effects of logging on koala habitat in 
the North East and South East forests. 
• The AKF does not fund community 
groups. 
• The AKF ignores the failure of 
Governments to set up properly en-
forced managements plans, and the 
need for legislation to protect koala 
habitat. 
• The AKF believes the issue of 

'AKF wanted to 
patent the 

word Koala! 9 
whether Victorian koalas should be 
culled or not "should be discussed 
behind closed doors". 
• Ms Tabart is on record at the AKF 
conference this year saying that: "the 
AKF wanted to patent the word koala 

so whenever it was used, the AKF 

environs, the north coast environment nwgazine 
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P o i s o n .,.  
help themselves 

Trauma All i-iiance 

T
he Australian 
Chemical Trauma 
Alliance(ACTA), is 

a support group for people 
who have been affected by 
chemicals. It is operated by 
volunteers and has a na-
tionwidc membership in-
cluding medical and legal 
professionals. ACTA's 
services include counsel-
ling, advice, infonnation 
and introductions between 
members for mutual sup-
port. ACTA is also con-
cerned with educating and 
publicising to promote the 
interests of its members and 
to help limit the spread of 
chemically induced illness. 
A newsletter, "Update" is 
circulated to members bi-
monthly. 

While there are several 
organisations whose aims  

are extroverted, dealing 
with issues such as envi-
ronmental pollution and 
preservation, the Alliance 
is inwardly focussed, con-
cerned exclusively with the 
welfare and well-being of 
survivors in the aftermath 
ofchemical contamination. 
Unfortunately, because the 
media isheavily into drama, 
it is only events such as 
chemical spills, fires or ex-
plosions that are deemed 
newsworthy. Fleeting anen-
tion is given to the human 
component in these inci-
dents. As a result, the long 
term consequences of hu-
man contamination are only 
occasionally glimpsed, 
which has led to the term 
"iceberg syndrome" being 
coined by chemical victims, 
who are only too aware that 

the public sees just the vis-
ible tip of a human tragedy 
of monumental propor-
tions. 

Since there are no germs 
to signif' its presence, this 
disease is not easily or read-
ily identified by doctors. 
Consequently, sufferers are 
often tagged as malinger-
ers or as being in need of 
psychiatric help. These 
views are naturally re-
flected by the lay commu-
nity with destructive impact 
on the chemically ill, who 
find themselves stranded 
without sympathy, support, 
or recourse to the law for 
compensation in the ab-
sence of medical testimony. 

ACTA has researched 
the situation vis-a-vis the 
outlook for chemical 
victims in other developed  

nations. While it is true that 
there is still a great deal of 
resistance to recognising 
chemically induced illness 
as a legitimate complaint 
by vested interests (insur-
ers, 'insurance medical 
specialists', employers, 
etc), it is also a fact that 
great progress has been 
made. particularly in the 
USA and Canada, where 
recognition by govern-
ments and their agencies 
has led to new precedents 
being established in the 
treatment and support of 
the chemically affected. It 
is now a question of getting 
similar initiatives 
introduced into Australia. 
Jhr inJhrrnation con/ac!: 

Peter Harding, Presidetil, 

A ( TA. 
Phone (067) 255 521 

It Runs a Koala Marketing Operation ...but wha 
/ A 

 ustralians for Animals Co- 
ordinator, Ms Sue Arnold 
says there is growing con-

cern over the activities ofthe Austral-
ian Koala Foundation (AKF), being 
expressed by grass roots groups up 
and down the East Coast. 

"We know what the AKF doesn't 
do." said Ms Arnold. "Here's a list: 
• The AKF does not fund koala hos-
pitals or carers. 
• '['he AKF does not fund acquisition 
of habitat. (We've lost count of how 
many groups have asked the AKF for 
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8. that each of these failures was a 
breach of the Government's planning 
law for the north coast, contained in 
the North Coast REP. 

In all, the Court found that the 
Council's LEP for the Headland 
breached five provisions of the North 
Coast REP. 

According to Tim Robertson, en-
vironmental lawyer: "So far as my 
researches go, no court has ever found 
more breaches of the law by a local 
environmental plan. 

"None of the breaches are techni-
cal: each goes to the environmental 
significance of the Headland and is 
based upon the expert evidence ofthc 
Headland's natural, scientific and 
visual significance, which the Court 
accepted." 

Having found these breaches, the 
Court concluded that they were of no 
legal consequence because the 
Minister was free to depart from the 
REP in making the LEP. It was a case 
of non-compliance with the REP's 
planning controls which required 
certain actions to be taken in the 
preparation of the LEP. 

"The Court's finding that a breach 
of an REP by a Minister is of no legal 
consequence is plainly incorrect. The 
REP binds the Minister, it is a docu-
ment expressing legal obligations and 
the Minister is not above the law. This 
finding is contrary to the fundamental 
legal principle of the rule of law and 
if followed would render nugatory 
the system of environmental and her-
itage protection for the coast and hin-
terland of NSW.'' wrote 'l'im 
Robertson. 

Tim Robertson notified the CHEC 
that in the circumstances, an appeal 
had excellent prospects for success. 

The Deputy Premier, Mr 
Armstrong. recently announced in 
Coffs Harbour that a Commission of 
Inquiry will proceed over the Look At 
Me Now Headland outfall issue. A 
poll of residents of the northern 
beaches will he held on December 
11. "Ii is like having conscription 
afler the war is over - there is no point 
of having a poll because it is not 
binding, further there are still two 
matters before the Courts ". coin-
mented Ms Wallace. 

New' 
Antarctic 

Ozone 
Low 

Preliminary ozone values from 
the British Antarctic Survey 

Faraday station (65 south. 64 west 
on the coast ofthe Antarctic Penin-
sula) show average ozone values 
dropping from around 280 DU on 
August 1st to around 230 DU on 
August 1 I th. At this stage of the 
season the observations are made 
using zenith skylight and I would 
estimate the likely error as being 
around 10%. 

Data from our long term record 
for the station indicate normal val-
ues of around 330 DU for this 
period (with a range of 280 DU to 
380 DU), compared to an average 
of around 250 DU this year. giving 
a reduction ofabout25%. The daily 
mean value on August 10th is the 
lowest August daily mean value 
ever recorded at Faraday. 
b_v .Jonaihan Shank/in, via 

Pegasus con/erence: en. climate. 

Help preserve rainforest 
inyourarea- Jojn our 
network of seed collectors 

ainfot &cd Cot!cUvc 
New1etter 

Yeany Su bscription $10 or $7 concession 

Send subscription or 
SASEformore information 
to Rainforest Seed Collective 
PM8BeIlingenNSW2454 
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Coffs contaminated lan-  d plan... 
.1 

A midst much fanfare and me-
dia hype Coffs Harbour City 
Council claimed to have over- 

come soil contamination problems 
that had been holding up growth in 
the region. 

The claim was made at the launch 
of a new subdivision located on ex 
banana land at Coffs Harbour, and 
attended by Member for Coffs Har-
bour, Andrew Fraser, and Mayor John 
Smith. 

Council's Environmental Health 
officer. Stephen Sawtell. said Coun-
cil was tired of waiting for the State 
Government to draw up guidelines on 
how to deal with land contaminated 
by pesticides so had decided to go it 
alone. 

"We had been trying to get in for-
mation from the Government for fif-
teen to eighteen months, we wanted 
to know what to sample and how to 
sample it. 

"The only answer from Govern-
ment was to take the contaminated 
soil to a land-fill site, or cover it with 
a metre of fill. Both options were not 
achievable, just too expensive for 
developers," he sql. 

Mr Sawtell dec)ned to go into the 
detail of the ch4n up, but said it 
involved ripping'up the contaminated 
soil, mixing it with uncontaminated 
soil on the site, and then inverting the 
lot so the contaminated soil was un-
derneath. 

He admitted this did not de-
contaminate the site, but did dilute 
the contamination to a level where it 
did not exceed the level set by the 

Government, and allowed land-
owners to develop the land rather 
than sue for damages. 

"We can't quarantine,contarni-
nated land, most of the tewn is built 
on land previously used for agricul-
ture, so how do you l someone they 
can't develop thee land when there 
are houses nex,1oor? Many people 
have their lifavings tied up in this 
land." 1 

A spqkesperson for the Coffs 
HarbouEnvironment Centre. Ms Dee 
Walla6e, said there were 700 con-
tainiated homesites already identi-
fied in Coffs Harbour and the mapping 
had only just begun. "No one really 
knows how many there really are or 
how to handle it, all these people have 
houses built on contaminated land 
and they won't be able to sell them if 
this gets out." 

A  bio-chemist and recognised au-
thority on contaminated land. Dr John 
Pollack. believed Council was taking 
advantage ofa legal loophole in order 
to sweep the issue under the carpet 
and protect their backsides. 

,4lacksvi/le iVatural 
Therapies 

Belinda Foley ASS 

HOMEOPATH NAI'[ ROPVIH 
tIe'm/,er of the 

11 u.ciraluin Tradifloirni .IIe'dicine Vocieee 

Suite 6, 17 Wallace St, 
Macksville 2447 

Phone 68-2171 A.H.: 64-2176 

Coffs' method of clean-up is 
merely a means of dispersing hot-
spots and allows the lifting of chemi-
cal control orders to avoid litigation, 
it does nothing to address the prob-
1cm," he said. 

Director of the Department of 
Agriculture. John Williams, claimed 
management strategies for old agrj- 

howdoyoutell 
someone they can't 
develop their land 

when there are 
houses next door 

cultural sites was a difficult problem. 
"Bio-rernediation, where we use bac-
teria to break down chemicals, is 
showing some promise in the labora-
tory, but getting it to work in the field 
is proving difficult, it's not yet com-
mercially available." 

"However, arsenic, which is the 
main contaminant, is a heavy metal 
and not remedial. It can't even he 

Leslie Mclnnesl 

48 Jellico St 
7SII Macksvifle 

NSW 2447 

Phone:- 

'J' (065) 681667 
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M E E T I N G S 
\nnual General Meetin 

NVCA 
To be held on Saturday October 16 
at 7pm at the Bowraviile Pioneer 
Community Centre 

Starts with the election ol'office 
bearers followed by supper (bring a 
plate) and a social get-together of 
environmentally conscious people 
sharing ideas, goals. problems, 
solutions. etc. 

-AM
What'$  
New 
is the 
NVCA 

- library 

NSW TREE PLAN: 

The NSW Tree Forum, 
JU!V /993, 44 '('as,  

V 	-. 

T he NSW lrte pkm is tile re-
sult oI many months of con- 

sultation W!th tommuntv and 
landeare groups [he Tree Forum. 
an inivatve of' t h e NSW Govern-
meat. :; a group of' representatives 
from [)cpartrncats of('onscrvation 

I!, 4.., 	...-,.,..., and  i.aiiu iidflc15,-i.Ic.ilL,

't)t''(' 	r. ..-..-.. 
LURULc. Nl 'vi ,.), I U eLi') t. uiiiiiii,- 

,ioii. i..ucal Govcianiciii AsO..iatI011 

and (iieeiiing Austialia (NSW). 
Basically, the Plan provides an 

overview of: 
historical changes in vegetation 

cover 
the value of trees for specific 

purposes (eg: as habitat tor native 

C HELP PLEASE! ) 
The NVCA is in urgent need of 
money to fund our endeavours for a 
better environment. Your donation of 
$5 or more will enter you in a draw for 
IR 17. ES 
I SI: Lunch or Dinner for Two. Value 
$40, a Di's Cafe, Bowravilie 
2nd: $20 Open Order from Sun-
flowers Health Foods, Macksville. 
Donations will be accepted at Sun-
flowers or Di's Cafe or can be posted 
to NVCA 1 10 Box 123, Bowravillc, 
NSW 2449. 
Prizes to be drawn a( the \GM, 
october 16. 

animals and plants, in water 
catchinents as protectors of water 
quality, f)revent ing land degradation. 
etc). Most importantly, the Plan 
provides strategies for managing and 
protecting the remaining tree cover, 
and provides a commitment to identify 

robIem (degraded) areas and repair 
them by reveuctation programs. 

Most of this material is 
coninionsense and has all been said 
hethre What is encouraging about 
this document is that it provides tar-
get dates for act!ons. 10 provtde just 
two examples: the Tree Forum aims 
to oversee the development of a sys-
tem i'orcias'.;i f'ing and nioni bring 
statewide changes in vcgctativc cover 
I,. 	I,.., 

1994,  , 	.1 • ... .1 	.i 	 1 
vy .,din..  	dflu tu u.\ .,.iOp anu 

disseminate liStS oi'potenlial fiinding 
uWS fbi tree projects by Decem-

bei 1993.   Many otliet positive, con-
crete actions are proposed, and if 
only for this reason, the document is 
wortnwniie. 
A capt oj I/ic iv,' 4 1 ree / 'la/i is 

available/or loan jrom I/IL' A I( .'l 

/ihi'art'. 

COTTON 

FACTS 

A t least 25% ot'all the insecti-
cides sold worldwide in the 
late 80's were used on cot- 

ton, even though cotton is grown on 
less than 3% ofthe world's crop land. 
The Union Carbide plant at Bhopal in 
india was producing carbamate pesti-
cides for the cotton crops in 1984, 
when toxic gas escaped. killing at 
least 2.500 people. 

Growers oforganic cotton in Cali-
fornia are producing about 2.5 bales 
an acre which is comparable to the 
yields of' the chemically intensive 
crops. More is grown in Arizona 
Texas. Tennessee and North Carolina 
with good yields. Naturally coloured 
varieties of' cotton in browns and 
greens. with fibres suitable for ma-
chine weaving, are now available in 
the US. 

The brown fibre gets richer with 
each washing and the process elimi-
nates toxic dyes. The Australian cot-
ton industry uses almost 5.000 tonnes 
of en(lnslilphan a year Yet this is 
banned or restricted in Britain, Bmil-
uara. Canada. L)enmark, Finland. 
Hungary. !nd!a. !srae!. The Philip-
pines, Sweden and Thailand. 

that 50% ol'ihe cotton pes-
ticides applied From crop-dusting air Ct ,....,,. I. •,,.l 	• .4 .. .a.. ii. 	tarct tttu, C 
in good condttons. it s no wonder 
that rural residents are concerned 
about the impact oil themselves, their 
iamimies and the CIIVII 0111 IICHI. 
S011/'ce. tI Iv'JWi.0 ,'veim-sie(ler Dec 
yz. 1'i(l lVliflflhii JVeiis. 
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Are elections the ultimate in 
democracy? 

When 

ot.Jy 

couk lecome prime 
Iw s 	 S achiL1 awa told 

rnl2egirrnirigtol7clievcit. 

- 

•11 

T he belief that electoral 

politics is the same as 

democracy is deep seated. It 

is held by people across the political 

spectrum. 

To be sure, there is much dis-

satisfaction with electioneering. 

Politicians are sold like breakfast 

cereals: personalities dominate 

over issues: attention to the sup-

posed whims of swinging voters 

takes precedence over wider is-

sues. 

Furthermore, it probably 

doesn't matter too much who is 

elected, since the programs of the 

major parties are so similar. In 

any case, much policy is made 

and implemented by government 

bureaucrats who are not up for 

election. 

The solution to such prob-

lems is usually seen as electoral 

politics with a new content: bet-

ter candidates, new parties, fairer 

procedures, a better-educated 

electorate. The major problem is 

seen, not as the electoral system 

itself: but as the people who are 

elected and the policies they im-

plement. 

Is there any alternative? We have 

all been taught that representative 

democracy is the best political sys-

tem available. Perhaps it is time to 

question that postulate. 

Of course, many on the left want 

to abolish private ownership of capi-

tal. But how are decisions to be made 

in a democratic socialist society? Par-

liamentary democracy? Workplace 

councils? It's hard to know, since  

there has been so little discussion of 

systems of decision-making suitable 

for a socialist society that isnot run by 

party elites. 

In many social movement groups. 

such as feminist and environmental 

groups, consensus decision-making 

has been developed to a fine art. But 

using consensus techniques in larger 

groups, involving tens of thousands 

of people or more, is a daunting pros-

pect even for the advocates of this 

approach. 

There needs to be much more dis-

cussion of participatory  alternatives 

to representative democracy - alter- 

natives that can coordinate activity in 

a large and complex society with 

strong differences of opinion. 

John Burnheim has proposed a 

comprehensive alternative in his book 
Ic 	 Prcci hi e') 

Burnheim proposes to get rid 

of politicians and govern-

ments altogether and replace 

them with decision-making 

groups of randomly selected 

citizens. 

Random selection has a 

long history as a democratic 

technique. It was used by the 

ancient Greeks and is used 

today for selecting jurors. 

Burnheim introduces 

some variations on the jury 

system. Most importantly, he 

proposes that there bea whole 

network of groups, each one 

dealing with a particular 

policy area in a local area, 

such as schooling, transport, 

industry and waste disposal. 

This would be quite different 

from the present system in 

which politicians are expected 

to make decisions on all pos-

sible issues. 

Burnheim suggests that group 

members be chosen randomly only 

from volunteers for that group. In this 

way, education policy in different 

regions, for example, would be de-

cided by different groups of citizens 

chosen randomly from those who 

specifically nominated for that group. 

The random selection principle 

could easily be designed to give a 

representative cross-section of the 
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is not the 
population, such as equal numbers of 
women and men, proportional num-
bers of minority groups. etc. 

An advantage o fthis system is that 
political wheeling and dealing would 
be reduced. Lobbyists would have a 
harder time applying pressure to de-
cision-makers, especially as terms of 
office would he strictly limited. 

But would randomly selected citi-
zens do a good job? Some cynics 
might suggest that they could hardly 
do worse than present politicians. 
Fortunately, there is evidence avail-
able. For over a decade, two inde-
pendent teams of researchers have 
been studying the possibility ofpol icy 
making by randomly selected groups 
of citizens. 

One team, based at the University 
of Wuppertal, Germany, has used 
"planning cells" to look at energy 
policy, town planning and infonna-
tion technology. The other studies 
have been done at the .Je ITerson ('enter 
in Minneapolis. USA, usingwhat they 
call policy juries" to examine is-
sues such as water pollution from 
agricultural run-off. 

(DI L tec   
Chemical soil analysis service 
Soil tested for available nutrients 
Organic growers fully considered 

Written report 
Contact Dr Alan Lloyd for info 

(066) 53-4424 

environs, the north coast environment magazine r& Perhaps there is no ideal 	random selection and democracy, 
especially in its application in indus- 

way to organise society, but 	tty. It has long been known that pro- 
ductivity and job satisfaction can be 

certainly the present system 	increased by greater worker 
nation Random selection is One way 

ultimate 	•n; decided that his alter- 
The randomly selected citizens on native is so different from representa- 

the planning cells and policy juries tive democracy that he calls it by a 
hear testimony from experts and ad- different name: demarchy. It involves 
vocates of difThrent views, and then a dramatic shift in thinking. And long 
spend their. few days together making bethre it can be implemented on a 

wide scale, it requires much more 
development and experimentation. 

One objection often made against 
participatory democracy is that eve-
ryone can't be an expert on every 
issue, hence everyone can't partici-
pate in an informed way. Demarchy 
overcomes this objection, because 
most individuals can, if they wish, 
become knowledgeable about a few 
subjects and nominate for the rel• 
evant groups. They can then rely on 
others. as we presently do, to make 
sensible decisions on other issues. 

As well, the usual processes of 
public debate, protest and 
mobilisationi of opinion could 
continue. Randomly selected 
individuals, unlike elected politicians, 
can claim no mandate for their 
positions. This, along with strictly 
limited terms ofoffice and restriction 
to a single area of policy. means that 

a collecti ye judgment on the issue at the corruptions of' power would be 
hand. The results are encouraging. 	greatly limited. 
The group members quickly become 

	
Perhaps there is no ideal way to 

very knowledgeable about the issues, 	organise society, but certainly the 
take their tasks very seriously and, 	present system is not the ultimate - 
when more than one group is used, even if progressive parties were 
arrive at fairly consistent results. Fur-  elected to government. The challenge 
thennore. the group members become for a society is to be more than a static 
committed to the decision-making democracy, but to continually he in 
process. the process of democratising itsel I 

Back in Australia. Canberra-based by Brian Marlin 

researchers Fied and Mcrrelyn Fin-  fro,n (reenlc/i Review, 

emy have done pioneering work on via Pegasus. 
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boggy creck nu1ive 
wi1df1owr nurry 

;

plants for 
landscaping 
wlndscreens 
and woodlots 

BELLINGEN MARKETS 
3rd Saturday each month 

or by arrangement 

co[in broadfoot (066) 551335 
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BUILDING ADVICE 
plans drawn up 

minimal Impact 
structures in timber, earth 

steel and concrete 
RON HAWKINS 

consulting engineer 
Kookaburro Farm 

Mocksville Rd, Bow roville 
(065) 647-461 

EnvironS 
the north coast 

environment news 
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Environs is published every 
other month on a voluntary 
basis to bnng together reports 
from a large number of 
environmental organisations. 
Many groups are affiliated with 
Environs, including the 
BeHingenEnvironment Centre, 
and the Nambucca Valley 
Conservation Association. 

Editorial contributions are 
welcomed. They should include 
the authors name and phone 
number and should be sent by 
mail to: Environs, P0 Box 123, 
Bowraville 2449, or by fax to 
(065) 647 808, or by email to: 
peg:environs. Subscriptions are 
$12 for 6issues. Advertise-
ments may be lodged with Julie 
Mozsny by phoning (065) 695 
360. Editorial for Environs is by 
Carol Margolis and the Envi-
rons team. Layout and 
typesethng is by Mike Holland. 
Cover artwork is by Julie 
Mozsny. 
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